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Inspirational Christian New Year Messages

As we prepare to welcome the new year, it’s a wonderful opportunity to share words that inspire hope and faith to others. Allow the following New Year messages, drawn from biblical scripture, to uplift and encourage those around you:

“May the Lord bless you and keep you; may His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace.”  – Numbers 6:24-26

“Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and He will establish your plans.” 
 – Proverbs 16:3

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.” – Proverbs 3:5-6

“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads me beside quiet waters, He refreshes my soul.” – Psalm 23:1-3

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” – Jeremiah 29:11

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” – Lamentations 3:22-23

“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” – Isaiah 40:31

“I can do all this through Him who gives me strength.” – Philippians 4:13

“The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.” – Exodus 14:14

“Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.” – 1 Peter 5:7

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.” – Romans 8:28

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” – Philippians 4:4

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” – Joshua 1:9

“The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in Him.” – Nahum 1:7

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” – Romans 15:13

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” – 2 Corinthians 5:17

“For where two or three gather in My name, there am I in the midst of them.” – Matthew 18:20

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” – Philippians 4:6

PRAISES & NEWS -  WE ARE Thankful





  	Norma Yeardie expressed her deep desire to be with her church family – she misses everyone so very much.
	Rick Marker gave an update on Shawn Conway who was having biopsy tests done. Wonderful news – the results are negative.  
	Shelley Willliams gave thanks to Rebecca Rosiek for going with her and her husband Carl to his doctor appointment.  She said that it was such a blessing to them.
	Joyce Krofcheck had some not-so-great news concerning Jeremy Sanners who we have been praying for. (He has cancer and has been receiving treatments for awhile) The news is that the cancer has spread – and they are stopping treatments.  But the good news is - God is the only one who knows each of our days – and Joyce has her faith in the Lord and what He can do.  There may be new clinical trials available – hopefully in the near future. Please keep Jeremy in your prayers.


To start the Prayer Chain, call Paul Rosneck with your prayer request at 412-953-7800.   Anyone within our congregation who is not receiving the prayer chain notices, or if your phone number has changed, please inform Paul. (These messages include prayers, reminders for church activities, etc.)
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[image: ] Not only is there food placed in the Food Box for anyone who is in need – but on the outside of the box on the left – there is a Prayer Box.  



Our Food Box is truly helping families in our community.   The Allison Christian Church has been blessed and we love sharing with others.  If you have been blessed in your life and would like to donate food – please add it to the Food Box – or bring it into the church so we can keep filling the box for others.  
God Bless You All!



BAMA – JANUARY               

"Food For Falcons" food program is collecting fruit snack/fruit roll-ups, Chapsticks, or macaroni and cheese bowls during the months of January and February.  There will be a donation area in each participating BAMA church and at the end of the collection period the items will be gathered and taken to the Brownsville First Christian Church to be packed and sent home with selected elementary students. 
 
Young Life of Fayette County will be meeting at the Uniontown Mall.  The high school group meets every Monday night and the middle school group meets twice a month on Fridays during the school year. This group is open to all Fayette County students.  For times and dates or questions - Coach Tim 301-335-4344. 
 
On Monday evenings, January 5, 12, 19, and 26, 2026, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. the addiction recovery ministry “There is Hope,” a Christ-centered 12-step program, will be held at Malden Christian Fellowship (343 Old National Pike, Brownsville).  It is open to those in recovery and those struggling with addiction as well as their family members or loved ones.  For more information on this meeting, please call 724-785-3042.
 
Fort Burd United Presbyterian Church (200 Thornton Road, Brownsville) is holding a weekly prayer group.  They meet on Tuesdays, ­January 6, 13, 20 and 27, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.  The public is invited.  Rev. Kristen Emrick is the pastor.
 
On Wednesday, January 7, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to noon the 4 C Ministry of the Republic Christian Church (Route 166, Republic) will be open for the public to come and purchase new and gently-used clothing and household supplies.  This ministry is located at the garage behind the church.  
 
Folks will be packing for the “Food For Falcons” program on Wednesday, January 7, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. at the Brownsville First Christian Church (512 Second Street, Brownsville).  If you can help, please show up!
 
On Thursday, January 8, 2026, Fresh Fire Church will be sponsoring a food give away at the old Sears store at the Uniontown Mall.  You cannot line up before 9:00 a.m.  The distribution starts at 10:00 a.m. and lasts until noon.
 
Malden Christian Fellowship (343 Old National Pike, Brownsville) is holding a weekly women’s meeting which is open to all ladies and teens.  They will be meeting on Thursdays, January 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2026, and discussing issues like depression, anxiety, grief, eating disorders, etc.  The meetings are from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.; refreshments will be served.
 
The BAMA meeting on Tuesday, January 13, 2026, will be at 10:00 a.m. at the St. Mary’s Hall (118 Church St., Brownsville).  Father Efren Ambre and Joetta Britvich will be the host and hostess.  Pastor Roger Diehl will share the devotions. 
 
There will be a food bank at Pleasant View Presbyterian Church (533 Royal Road, Smock) on Saturday, January 17, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.
 
On Sunday, January 18, 2026, from 4:00 - 5:30 p.m. Allison Christian Church (452 East Ave., Allison) is holding a youth group meeting. All youth from any denomination are welcome and you do NOT have to be a member of Allison Christian Church to participate.  Families/kids of all school ages are welcome.  There will be Bible lessons, games, a monthly baking contest, crafts, food, and snacks.  Questions:  Denise at 724-322-8522 or allisonchristianchurch1@gmail.com 
 
There will be a blood drive at the First Christian Church of Brownsville (512 Second Street, Brownsville) on Tuesday, January 20, 2026, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Schedule your appointment today at www.redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-733-2767.
 
The St. Vincent de Paul-sponsored food bank will be held on Wednesday, January 21, 2026, at the parking lot of the St. Mary’s Social Hall (118 Church St., Brownsville) from 11:00 a.m. through noon. The food will be loaded directly into your car by volunteers and participants are asked to remain in their cars.  Families must be registered with Fayette County Community Action Agency in order to receive food.  Anyone who is not registered and lives in the Brownsville Area must complete the required paperwork before receiving their food and those who register on the day of the food bank are not guaranteed a box of food at the site and may have to travel to the food distribution warehouse in Republic.  Families wishing to sign up on the distribution day will need to bring photo identification, the date of birth of each person in the household, and verification of address.
 
The BAMA-supported service for Prayer for Christian Unity will be held on Thursday, January 22, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at Pleasant View Presbyterian Church (533 Royal Road, Smock).  Annette Buffer and Sue Anne Antonucci will be honored for their work with the Mon Valley Academy for the Arts, Inc.  Rev. Laura Blank and Rev. Kristen Emrick will be the speakers.  The public is invited.  The snow date is Thursday, January 29, 2026. Remember that BAMA activities follow the Brownsville Area School District snow cancellation policy. 
 
Help is needed with unloading the food bank truck at the First Christian Church (512 Second St., Brownsville) on Friday, January 23, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.  The food bank is on Saturday, January 24, 2026, from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.
 
Pleasant View Presbyterian Church (533 Royal Road, Smock) is sponsoring “Loads of Love” at the Mod Laundromat (503 Union St., Brownsville-across from the DQ) on  Sunday, January 25, 2026, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  Those who need help paying for laundry costs are invited to do their laundry at this time.




Love in Christ,   Missy

[bookmark: _Hlk162365795]
JANUARY … Birthdays
	

  2:  John Sepesy
12:  Tristan Brashear
14:  Cory Brashear
15:  Anna Rosiek
15:  Mamadou Ndiaye
18:  Allie Brashear
22:  Tarita Burle
26:  Jodi Sepesy
27:  Bill Hughes
28:  Cathy Zaiglin
29:  Dana Check
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Birthday Blessings

Some people wait all year for their birthday. Others dread it. But no matter how we feel about another candle on the cake, the truth remains—birthdays are not just markers of time. They are testimonies of grace.

In a world that measures worth by age or achievement, Scripture reminds us that life itself is a gift—every breath, every year, every wrinkle. When you send someone a birthday greeting, don’t just offer fluff. Offer something eternal. The Word of God never returns void.








To the family and friends of the following loved ones who went to be with our Lord.
With Sympathy


	







 
Phillip Angelo 
December 11, 2025



For Christians, 
death isn't an end 
but a transition to eternal life with God, 
a hope rooted in Jesus' resurrection 
that provides comfort amidst grief, 
viewing it as an "exodus" from earthly struggles 
to God's presence, 
though the natural pain of loss remains. 
While death is a consequence of sin, 
believers see it as a path 
to final spiritual transformation 
and reunion with Christ, 
emphasizing faith 
and God's promises 
for a peaceful departure 
and future resurrection. 
Author unknown



Psalm 90:12 (NLT) says, 

“Teach us to realize the brevity of life, so that we may grow in wisdom.” The wise person understands an end is coming and lives life with acceptance of that fact and eternity in view.




PRAYER LIST – 
                  THE BIBLE SAYS - PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 

 We must always be ready to pray, because more can be done by prayer than anything else.  There are many in our congregation and community in need of prayer.  There are also those with unspoken needs that only our Father in heaven is aware of.  Please ask God’s healing touch and loving presence to strengthen, encourage and sustain them.


We have many people on our prayer list who are in need of your continued prayer.  Please look at the list of names below.  We are a church that strongly believes in the power of prayer – so thank you for speaking to God on each person’s behalf.






Our Community, Nation, Society, Government, Israel, Jerusalem, All Wars, Missionaries, Pastors/Evangelists, World Leaders, Military and Leaders, Rise of Evil, Persecuted Christians
Those who do not know the Lord 
Linda Cooper (lung cancer spread/placing port for chemo)
Stephanie McCormick (knee surgery recovery)
Kaitlyn Yingling (legs weak)
Family of Michael Yingling (to want to get back to church)
Courtney (baby due and having complications)
Prayer Box (that this service will bring them closer to God)
Joanie or Johnny (for a better year next year/from our Food Box)
Carol Ludwig (upper respiratory)
Pam (not doing well)
Norma Yeardie (diagnosed with more cancer)
Dana Check (back pain)
Man burned in work related accident (at Allison Custom Fab.)
Paulette Reedy (breast cancer)
Maria Dowling (ovarian cancer)
Michael Lawrence (seizures)
Jeremy Sanner (cancer has spread/looking into trials)

UNSPOKEN:    Nancy Evans





If there are any names from the previous month’s list that need to be placed back on our list, please inform the church office.  







PRAYER FAMILIES    And this is the boldness we have in God’s presence:  That if we ask God for anything that agrees with what He wants, He hears us.                             

Each month families are selected from the congregation to be lifted up in prayer.  So please add the following to your daily prayers, and ask God to give them wisdom and guidance, and to pour out many blessings upon them, as they continue their walk with the living Lord.

JANUARY Prayer Families:
[bookmark: _Hlk141028394]  
  4:  Pastor Mike, Nancy and Jessica Peton 	
11:  Tracy and Jack Glidden	
18:  Savannah Kurcina and Family		
25:  Jean Arnold and Family
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What should we pray for?

We are commanded to pray with petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving and for all people. This verse in 1 Timothy says that we do this so that we might live peaceful and quiet lives in all aspects of godliness and holiness. A peaceful and quiet life can only occur if we grow in godliness and holiness. This isn’t necessarily quiet life as in nothing bad happens – but a quiet sense of the soul. A peace that stays regardless of the chaos that ensues around you.
1 Timothy 2:1-2 “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for all people – for kings and all those in authority, that we might live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.”

 JANUARY 2026
	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	
	
	1
NEW YEAR’S DAY
	2
	3

	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	11
	12
	13
Board Meeting
7:00
	14
	15
	16
	17

	18
Bucks in a Basket
	19
	20
Evangelism 
Visitation
6:30
	21
	22
	23
	24

	25
Congregational Meeting
	26
Bible Study
7:00
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31

	
	
	
	
	
	
	









Make Note of What is Important and What is Not.

There are some things we shouldn’t worry over; 
there are some things we shouldn’t waste our time on; 
there are some things we need to rid from our lives.  
With the hectic schedules of life, 
we can lose place for God if not careful.  
Take inventory of every hour during the week; 
and summarize what you have really done for the Lord. 
Dismiss those things that are not beneficial to your walk. 

SERVING AT THE LORD’S TABLE
SERVING IN JANUARY:				
Elders: 4: Bob Peton (B)  Will Chambers (C)
11 & 18:  Carol Ludwig (B)  Stephanie McCormick (C)	
25:  Rick Marker (B)  Paul Rosneck (C)	
Diaconate:   4,11:  Susan Toth             18,25:  Shelley Williams	 
Alternate:    4,11:  Shelley Williams    18,25:  Susan Toth		
Preparers:    Paul Rosneck
Greeter:   Dana and Greg Check
Worship Leader:  Paul Rosneck

The bread and the cup are signs of God’s everlasting covenant, God’s promise to be present with us always.  Sometimes when life is difficult, we are tempted to forget that.  It may seem that darkness and evil have the upper hand.  But at the Lord’s Table, we are reminded that through Jesus Christ, God has overcome the darkness.  When you come to the table, Christ invites you to lay your cares on the altar and receive the promise of God’s abundant love and presence.


[image: ]JUNIOR CHURCH SCHEDULE

*If you are not able to serve that Sunday,
please call Rick Marker at - 724-322-7254.
       	
	
    4     CAROL LUDWIG
11     RICK MARKER
    18     TRICIA REPOSKY
	25     TRACY GLIDDEN
 
*********************************************************



SUNDAY
SCHOOL TEACHERS

Under the direction of:
Pre K – Kindergarten – 
1st – 3rd Grade	- Susan Toth
4th - 12th Grade 	- Bob Peton
Adults		- Rick Marker


Year to Date Income – As of NOVEMBER
[image: ]

Envelopes		$56,865.38
Church		3,296.00
Capital Campaign			2,158.00

Special: Blanket		
	Soup-er Bowl		250.00
	Week of Compassion		549.00	Pentecost		185.00
	Easter		289.00
	Reconciliation		135.00
	Thanksgiving		277.00
	Christmas		20.00

Christmas Eve Offering		.00
Love Gift		200.00
Cards		26.00
Tables Purchased		100.00
EFT Correction		10.00
Voided Check		156.10
Interest 		
Retreat Refund		
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund		500.00
Deposit Correction		.00

Bucks in a Basket		667.00
Mark Cordero		.00 
Memorial Fund		325.00
Compassion Child Bake Sale		300.00
Texas Flood Victims		369.10
Wildfire Red Cross Donation		162.00
Youth Group		150.46
RADA		406.25

Fundraisers:
	Flea Market		1,546.42
	Flowers		691.50
	Pepperoni Rolls		422.50
	
		

Total Receipts		$70,056.71
Total Expenses			$88,067.74 



ALLISON CHRISTIAN CHURCH – TREASURER’S REPORT
[bookmark: _Hlk6410023]

[bookmark: _Hlk30014629][bookmark: _Hlk20072067]NOVEMBER RECEIPTS

Envelopes	7,230.00
Church	212.00
RADA	386.25
Bucks in a Basket	35.00
Love Gift	100.00
Memorial Fund	175.00
Tables (2)	40.00
EFT Correction	10.00
Thanksgiving	277.00
Capital Campaign	     185.00


TOTAL RECEIPTS	$8,650.25

EXPENDITURES	$6,720.88





Testing God

In May 2006, I gave my first proper tithe! My heart was still reluctant to let go of the money (and that's me being honest because 10% of my salary was a quite lot. I could do a lot with it, but nevertheless, I gave it). After I gave my tithe, this was how my bank balance looked that month: 	after mortgage
	after bills
	after gas
	and after TITHE
	I had only 2.70 left in my account!
How was I supposed to eat? How was I supposed to save?  If I gave again next month, I would be in the red (negative bank balance).

For the rest of that month, I had to ask my husband for lunch money (by the way my husband had never missed a tithe, he gave since the first day he started working (he's a pastor's son, after all)). I waited to see what would happen.

I said in my heart that surely, it would take a few months of tithing before I see any results. So, I was prepared to give and give (even if I went into the red) because I was really testing God to see what He would do. Would He really keep to His word and bless me like He said He would? 

….FIND OUT NEXT MONTH IF - God Kept His Word 

A NEW YEAR – A NEW YOU

As the new year begins, many of us are reflecting on the past year and making resolutions for the one ahead. Whether it’s a goal to get healthier, be more organized, or learn something new. New Year’s resolutions are an opportunity to start fresh and make positive changes. But as believers in Christ, we have an even deeper, more transformative resolution available to us. One that isn’t based on self-effort or temporary changes, but on the radical, life-changing power of God’s love.

The Apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:17:
“This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun.”

This scripture reminds us that, as followers of Jesus, we are not just setting goals to improve our outward behaviors or achieve personal success. We are, in fact, called to experience a complete transformation—a new identity in Christ.

A New Year, A New You
When Paul speaks of becoming a “new person,” he’s not referring to a mere makeover or surface-level change. He’s talking about a radical transformation that goes to the very core of who we are. In Christ, we are no longer defined by our past mistakes, our old patterns of sin, or our former selves. That “old life” that once governed our actions, thoughts, and desires has been replaced by a new life rooted in Christ’s grace and power.

This truth offers us a profound sense of freedom and hope as we enter a new year. It means no matter what mistakes or failures we may have experienced in the past, we have the opportunity to leave behind the old and walk forward in the new life that Christ offers.

Embracing the Power of the New Life
Now as you think about your resolutions for the year ahead, consider this: What would it look like to make your relationship with Christ the foundation of all your goals? Instead of simply resolving to change your habits or circumstances, why not resolve to embrace the new life God has already given you through Jesus?

Here are a few ways you can live out this “new life” in 2025:
1. Live with a New Identity
One of the most powerful truths of the Christian faith is that, in Christ, you are a new creation. Your worth is not based on what you do or don’t do, but on who you are in Christ. As you step into the new year, remind yourself that you are loved, accepted, and deeply valued by God. Let this identity shape the way you view yourself, others, and the world around you.

2. Leave Behind the Old and Step Into the New
The past year might have been filled with regrets, failures, or moments of weakness. But in Christ, your past does not define you. Take time to reflect on areas where you need healing, forgiveness, or transformation, and then surrender those things to God. Trust that He is making all things new—including you—and step boldly into the new life He’s calling you to.

3. Live with a Purpose
God has a unique purpose for your life. This year, seek to align your goals and resolutions with God’s will. Ask Him to guide your decisions, reveal your gifts, and open doors that lead you closer to fulfilling His plan for you. Instead of pursuing goals for personal achievement alone, let your resolutions reflect your desire to glorify God and serve others.

4. Pursue Holiness, Not Perfection
Living a “new life” in Christ doesn’t mean we’ll be perfect—it means we are being transformed by His grace, day by day. This year, commit to growing in holiness by spending time in prayer, reading Scripture, and engaging with your church community. Celebrate the progress you make, knowing that God is working in you and through you.

5. Extend Grace to Yourself and Others
As you strive for growth and change, remember that God’s grace covers every shortcoming. When you stumble or fall short of your resolutions, don’t be discouraged. Instead, remember that you are a work in progress, and that God is faithful to complete the good work He began in you (Philippians 1:6). Extend that same grace to those around you, and be patient as you continue to grow in Christ.

A New Year, a New Beginning in Christ
As we enter 2025, let’s remember that the most powerful resolution we can make is not one focused on external changes, but one centered on the new life we have in Christ. Through His death and resurrection, Jesus has made us new creations—able to live with purpose, joy, and hope.

Let this be the year that you embrace the full reality of who you are in Christ. Don’t just resolve to change your habits; resolve to allow God to transform your heart. The old life is gone; the new has come!

Let’s walk forward in this truth together, supporting one another as we grow into the people God has called us to be.


Happy New Year—and may it be filled with new life in Christ!
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