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CHRISTIAN GROWTH
Christian growth in the new year involves setting faith-focused goals like deepening prayer, Bible study, and service, moving beyond just self-help to radical transformation through Christ, and finding community for accountability, focusing on reflecting God's love through intentional actions and disciplines like fasting, and seeking God to guide your purpose, not just adding Him to your own plans

** Spiritual Disciplines: **
Prayer: Set alarms to pray for others, develop a daily prayer rhythm, and try praying with someone for deeper connection.
Bible Study: Read daily, journal your faith, and find a study group to discuss insights.
Fasting: Use it to relinquish distractions and seek God's will, not just as a diet.

** Service & Community: **
Serve Others: Volunteer, help neighbors, write thank-you notes, or offer small acts of kindness to reflect Christ's love.
Connect within your Church: Join a small group, or serve within it for fellowship and accountability.

** Mindset & Habits: **
Transform, Don't Just Adjust: Recognize God's power to make you a "new creation" rather than just making minor self-improvements, notes www.understandingthegospel.org.
Start with God: Let Him form your desires and motivations, rather than just adding a bit of Jesus to your own self-made plans.
Be Intentional: Use the new year to redeem time by setting goals that glorify God in your work, home, and public witness.

Actionable Steps
Start Small: Begin with one verse, five minutes of reflection, or one act of service daily.

Seek Partnership: Ask friends or family to join you in Bible study, prayer, or service to build accountability and shared purpose.

Plan, Don't Just Wish: Develop strategies and use tools to achieve your goals.
PRAISES & NEWS -  WE ARE Thankful





  	Norma Yeardie has expressed her deep desire to be with her church family – and that she loves and misses everyone so very much – as we do with her – she is such a special lady who truly has a sweet spirit in the Lord.  She has also said for everyone to give ourselves hugs from her.   We love you Norma !
	Rhonda Briggs was thankful for the prayers for traveling mercies while she and Rob went to Tennessee – and also for all the prayers for their dog Tucker who has been having health issues.
	Carol Ludwig was thankful for all the prayers while she was sick.  She was also thankful that she was able to visit with her 10-month-old great-grandson after she felt better.  Carol also said that she had a revelation in her family – “it’s not what  they do with you or for you but what you do for them’.
	Stephanie McCormick thanked everyone for all the prayers when she had knee replacement surgery.  
	Lori Rosneck is thankful for her church family who always believes in prayer.  And for all the prayers for both of her sons who have been doing a lot of traveling.
	Pastor Mike Peton said he is looking for a great 2026 where more people are brought to Christ.
	Rick Marker gave praise that Gery Rochek was released from the hospital and does not need any more treatments.

In loving memory of a member of the Allison Christian Church – 
Shirley Lea Jones – has gone to be with the Lord on Tuesday, January 20th.
We have special stories in our hearts that can express our loving moments with her.


To start the Prayer Chain, call Paul Rosneck with your prayer request at 412-953-7800.   Anyone within our congregation who is not receiving the prayer chain notices, or if your phone number has changed, please inform Paul. (These messages include prayers, reminders for church activities, etc.)
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[image: ]   Our Food Box is truly helping families in our community.   The Allison Christian Church has been blessed and we love sharing with others.  If you have been blessed in your life and would like to donate food – please add it to the Food Box – or bring it into the church so we can keep filling the box for others. Not only is there food placed in the Food Box for anyone who is in need – but on the outside of the box on the left – there is a Prayer Box.  


God Bless You All!
BAMA – FEBRUARY               

"Food For Falcons" food program is collecting fruit snack/fruit roll-ups, Chapsticks, or macaroni and cheese bowls during the month of February.  There will be a donation area in each participating BAMA church and at the end of the collection period the items will be gathered and taken to the Brownsville First Christian Church to be packed and sent home with selected elementary students. 
 
The high school group of Young Life of Fayette County meets every Monday night and the middle school group meets twice a month on Fridays during the school year. This group is open to all Fayette County students.  For times and dates or questions - Coach Tim 301-335-4344. 
 
On Sunday, February 1 and February 15, 2026, from 4:00 - 5:30 p.m. Allison Christian Church (452 East Ave., Allison) is holding a youth group meeting. All youth from any denomination are welcome and you do NOT have to be a member of Allison Christian Church to participate.  Families/kids of all school ages are welcome.  There will be Bible lessons, games, a monthly baking contest, crafts, food, and snacks.  Questions:  Denise at 724-322-8522 or allisonchristianchurch1@gmail.com 
 
On Monday evenings, February 2, 9, 16, and 23, 2026, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. the addiction recovery ministry There is Hope, a Christ-centered 12-step program, will be held at Malden Christian Fellowship (343 Old National Pike, Brownsville).  It is open to those in recovery and those struggling with addiction as well as their family members or loved ones.  For more information on this meeting, please call 724-785-3042.
 
Fort Burd United Presbyterian Church (200 Thornton Road, Brownsville) is holding a weekly prayer group.  They meet on Tuesdays, ­­February 3, 10, 17, and 24, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.  The public is invited.  Rev. Kristen Emrick is the pastor.
 
Folks will be packing for the “Food For Falcons” program on Wednesday, February 4, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. at the Brownsville First Christian Church (512 Second Street, Brownsville).  If you can help, please show up!
 
On Wednesday, February 4, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to noon the 4 C Ministry of the Republic Christian Church (Route 166, Republic) will be open for the public to come and purchase new and gently used clothing and household supplies.  This ministry is located at the garage behind the church.  
 
Malden Christian Fellowship (343 Old National Pike, Brownsville) is holding a weekly women’s meeting which is open to all ladies and teens.  They will be meeting on Thursdays, February 5, 12, 19, and 26, 2026, and discussing issues like depression, anxiety, grief, eating disorders, etc.  The meetings are from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.; refreshments will be served.
 
NOTE DATE CHANGE!!!!!!!  The St. Vincent de Paul-sponsored food bank will be held on Wednesday, February 11, 2026, at the parking lot of the St. Mary’s Social Hall (118 Church St., Brownsville) from 11:00 a.m. through noon. The food will be loaded directly into your car by volunteers and participants are asked to remain in their cars.  Families must be registered with Fayette County Community Action Agency in order to receive food.  Anyone who is not registered and lives in the Brownsville Area must complete the required paperwork before receiving their food and those who register on the day of the food bank are not guaranteed a box of food at the site and may have to travel to the food distribution warehouse in Republic.  Families wishing to sign up on the distribution day will need to bring photo identification, the date of birth of each person in the household, and verification of address.
 
On Thursday, February 12, 2026, Fresh Fire Church will be sponsoring a food give away at the old Sears store at the Uniontown Mall.  You cannot line up before 9:00 a.m.  The distribution starts at 10:00 a.m. and lasts until noon.
 
Ash Wednesday is February 18, 2026.  

The American Red Cross will hold a blood drive Thursday, February 19, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the St. Mary’s Social Hall/St. Peter and St. Cecelia Church Parish Center (118 Church Street, Brownsville) which is adjacent to the parish office of the Historic Church of St. Peter and St. Cecilia.  Appointments can be scheduled at 1-800-733-2767.
  
There will be a Lenten Worship Service on Thursday, February 19, 2026, at the St. Cecilia Church (1571 Grindstone Road, Grindstone) beginning at 7:00 p.m.  The speaker will be _______of the __________.  The public is invited! The service may also be viewed on the Brownsville Area Ministerial Association’s Facebook page at the time of the service or shortly thereafter.  The service will be cancelled if the Brownsville Area School District is closed or closes early that day due to inclement weather.

There will be a food bank at Pleasant View Presbyterian Church (533 Royal Road, Smock) on Saturday, February 21, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.
 
Pleasant View Presbyterian Church (533 Royal Road, Smock) is sponsoring “Loads of Love” at the Mod Laundromat (503 Union St., Brownsville-across from the DQ) on Sunday, February 22, 2026, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  Those who need help paying for laundry costs are invited to do their laundry at this time.
 
There will be a Lenten Worship Service on Thursday, February 26, 2026, at the Allison First Church of the Nazarene (416 Vernon Street, Allison) beginning at 7:00 p.m.  The speaker will be Pastor Mike Peton of the Allison Christian Church.  The public is invited! The service may also be viewed on the Brownsville Area Ministerial Association’s Facebook page at the time of the service or shortly thereafter.  The service will be cancelled if the Brownsville Area School District is closed or closes early that day due to inclement weather.

Help is needed with unloading the food bank truck at the First Christian Church (512 Second St., Brownsville) on Friday, February 27, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.  The food bank is on Saturday, February 28, 2026, from 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.



Love in Christ,   Missy


[bookmark: _Hlk162365795]
FEBRUARY … Birthdays
	

  5:  Savannah Kurcina
  8:  Becca Hixenbaugh-
        Roebuck
11:  Susan Combs
12:  Nolan Konopka
16:  Everly Rosneck
22:  Tricia Reposky
25:  Tracy Glidden
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Verses that speak blessing, purpose, and identity over a life that matters to God. meaningful gifts that embody these truths—items that do more than sit on a shelf. They plant seeds. They linger. They remind.



Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”







I once tucked this verse into a card for a boy in our church turning 18. He was quiet, gangly, the kind who hovered near the snacks after service but rarely said much. Weeks later, his mother told me he’d folded that card and taped it inside his locker door.

Why? Because someone had spoken future over him. Not GPA. Not career advice. But hope.

This verse isn’t a pep talk—it’s a promise. It reminds us that the One who authored time also authored their story. He sees the road ahead even when we don’t.

Gift Idea:
Pair this verse with a set of Christian birthday cards from DaySpring. These aren’t the flimsy, glitter-shedding kind. They carry weight—spiritually and physically. I’ve used them for years, slipping in handwritten verses like this one. Keep a box nearby, and you’ll never again have to send a last-minute text that says “HBD.”

(by Pastor Rich Bitterman - of Cedar Ridge Baptist Church in Galena, MO)






To the family and friends of the following loved ones who went to be with our Lord.
With Sympathy


	






 
Linda Cooper        
December 24, 2025

Frank Ptak        
December 26, 2025

Michael Printup
December 31, 2025

Mary Lou Konopka
January 11, 2026

Shirley Jones
January 20, 2026


(Billy Graham)  my own study of the Bible has convinced me that when a believer dies, he or she enters immediately into God’s presence. No evil can touch them, and they are secure and at peace forever.

I think, for example, of the Apostle Paul. He knew his life was in constant danger from those who opposed the Gospel. And yet he didn’t shrink back from death or try to flee from those who might kill him—because he knew heaven was real, and if he died he would be in the presence of his Savior forever. Once in prison he wrote, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain … I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far” (Philippians 1:21, 23).

Take comfort in God’s promise that death is not the end, but ahead of us is heaven if we belong to Christ. We were not meant for this world alone, and by His death and resurrection Christ removed the one barrier that separates us from eternal life—the barrier of our sins.

Christ’s promise is for you, and for all who put their faith and trust in Him: “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die” (John 11:25). Make sure of your commitment to Christ, 

PRAYER LIST – 
                  THE BIBLE SAYS - PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 

 We must always be ready to pray, because more can be done by prayer than anything else.  There are many in our congregation and community in need of prayer.  There are also those with unspoken needs that only our Father in heaven is aware of.  Please ask God’s healing touch and loving presence to strengthen, encourage and sustain them.

We have many people on our prayer list who are in need of your continued prayer.  Please look at the list of names below.  We are a church that strongly believes in the power of prayer – so thank you for speaking to God on each person’s behalf.




Our Pastors/Evangelists, Missionaries, Community, Nation, Society, Government and Military… Israel, Jerusalem, All Wars, World Leaders, Our Rise of Evil, Persecuted Christians, and Those who do not know the Lord…
Jeremy Sanner (cancer has spread/looking into trials)
Jeremy Sanner (needs God to intervene)
Tucker (Rhonda and Rob’s dog/not doing well)
Denise Marker (not feeling well)
Susan Combs (keep in prayer)
Emily Miller (baby due in February)
Chuck Tame (cancer scan)
Patty Bruzda (broke shoulder)
Pastor Mike (not feeling well)
Michael Kurcina (bladder biopsy)
Shirley Jones (health failing)
Marlene Evans (COVID)

UNSPOKEN:      Savannah Kurcina	     Jean Arnold



If there are any names from the previous month’s list that need to be placed back on our list, please inform the church office.  
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PRAYER FAMILIES    

And this is the boldness we have in God’s presence:  That if we ask God for anything that agrees with what He wants, He hears us.                             

Each month families are selected from the congregation to be lifted up in prayer.  So please add the following to your daily prayers, and ask God to give them wisdom and guidance, and to pour out many blessings upon them, as they continue their walk with the living Lord.




FEBRUARY Prayer Families:
[bookmark: _Hlk141028394]  
	 1:  James Cramer, Gloris, Roger & Derek Lighthall	
  8:  Joyce and Eric Krofcheck, Jenna Sanner	
15:  Blanch Markiewicz	
22:  Lana, Nevin and Nolan Konopka
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Above all, praying for others brings God glory. We should seek to glorify God in every aspect of our life. When we pray for others, we are reflecting the way Jesus prays for us. Also, when we pray for others, we are reflecting Gods kindness. And praying for others draws us nearer to God. So let us lift one another up in prayer to our Father in Heaven!

 FEBRUARY 2026
	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5



	6
	7

	8
Soup-er Bowl Sunday
	9
	10
Board Mtg.
7:00
	11
	12



	13
	14
Valetine’s Day

	15

	16
	17
Evangelism
6:30
	18
Ash
Wednesday
	19
	20
	21




	22
	23
Bible
Study
7:00
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	









Place Spiritual Boundaries in Your Life
and Remain Therein.

As believers we are saved from the penalty of sin; however, we are constantly being saved from the power of sin.  We must go above and beyond to safeguard our live with boundaries.  Set parameters on what you allow into your mind and heart.  Set boundaries on where you allow yourself to go.   If there is something that hinders your walk with God place a restriction upon that thing and be resolved to abstain.
SERVING AT THE LORD’S TABLE
SERVING IN FEBRUARY:				
Elders: 1:  Rick Marker (B)  Paul Rosneck (C)
8 & 15:  Will Chambers (B)  Bob Peton (C)      
22:  Stephanie McCormick (B)  Carol Ludwig (C)
Diaconate:   1,8	Savannah Kurcina	15,22	Lana Konopka
Alternate:    1,8	Lana Konopka		15,22 	Savannah Kurcina
Preparers:    Rick Marker
Greeter:   Susan Combs
Worship Leader:  Rhonda Briggs 

The bread and the cup are signs of God’s everlasting covenant, God’s promise to be present with us always.  Sometimes when life is difficult, we are tempted to forget that.  It may seem that darkness and evil have the upper hand.  But at the Lord’s Table, we are reminded that through Jesus Christ, God has overcome the darkness.  When you come to the table, Christ invites you to lay your cares on the altar and receive the promise of God’s abundant love and presence.


[image: ]JUNIOR CHURCH SCHEDULE

*If you are not able to serve that Sunday,
please call Rick Marker at - 724-322-7254.
       	
	
	  1     DENISE MARKER
	  8     BILL HUGHES
	15     BOB PETON
	22     SUSIE COMBS
*********************************************************



SUNDAY
SCHOOL TEACHERS

Under the direction of:
Pre K – Kindergarten – 
1st – 3rd Grade	- Susan Toth
4th - 12th Grade 	- Bob Peton
Adults		- Rick Marker



Year to Date Income – As of DECEMBER
[image: ]

Envelopes		$63,411.93
Church		3,462.00
Capital Campaign			2,208.00

Special: Blanket		
	Soup-er Bowl		250.00
	Week of Compassion		549.00	Pentecost		185.00
	Easter		289.00
	Reconciliation		135.00
	Thanksgiving		277.00
	Christmas		249.00

Christmas Eve Offering		338.00
Love Gift		200.00
Cards		26.00
Tables Purchased		160.00
EFT Correction		10.00
Voided Check		156.10
Interest 		
Retreat Refund		
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund		500.00
Deposit Correction		.00

Bucks in a Basket		667.00
Mark Cordero		.00 
Memorial Fund		325.00
Compassion Child Bake Sale		300.00
Texas Flood Victims		369.10
Wildfire Red Cross Donation		162.00
Youth Group		150.46
RADA		406.25

Fundraisers:
	Flea Market		1,546.42
	Flowers		691.50
	Pepperoni Rolls		422.50
	
		

Total Receipts		$77,446.26
Total Expenses			$94,090.28  



ALLISON CHRISTIAN CHURCH – TREASURER’S REPORT
[bookmark: _Hlk6410023]

[bookmark: _Hlk30014629][bookmark: _Hlk20072067]DECEMBER RECEIPTS

Envelopes	6,546.55
Church	166.00
Bucks in a Basket	.00
Tables (3)	60.00
Christmas	229.00
Christmas Eve	338.00
Capital Campaign	     50.00


TOTAL RECEIPTS	$7,389.55

EXPENDITURES	$6,022.54









Continued from January…God Kept His Word

A mere two weeks passed, and I was now at the end of May 2006. Out of the blue, my boss called me in for a meeting. He looked serious. My work had been going tough at that time, with many customers screaming wanting all their problems solved immediately. I was afraid that I was going to be cautioned, or worse still - fired! After he sat me down, he gave me a letter to open there and then. I did so, and this was what I read,

"Dear Elma, we have been reviewing your salary and we thought you deserve a pay rise of 20%" 

I was knocked back off my chair - a pay rise?!!  A 20% pay rise! I was so shocked! 
I asked my boss if this was a mistake? Pay review usually happens in January, not in May. He answered, "I don't know Elma; it came from above". 

Of course, he meant that it came from his boss's boss, but I knew in my heart of hearts that it came from God! After all, God is the ultimate boss! This pay rise was to take effect immediately. This meant that my May salary, would have the increase in it. Thus, in turn, this meant I could tithe in June without going into the red! Hallelujah!

My boss warned me not to tell anyone because I was the only one getting this, and he didn't want my colleagues to start protesting, and wanting pay rises as well. So, it would appear that God had singled me out, and kept to His Word! Amazing! However, in my heart were loud screams of praises and thanks to God. 
 
June came, and this time I lovingly gave my tithe to God (without any trace of reluctance). I told Him that it's not just a cheque that has gone into the envelope, but my love as well. I never stopped tithing since, and neither has God stopped blessing me.
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"God loves us all"
reflects a core belief in many faiths,
especially Christianity, emphasizing God's universal, unconditional, and personal love for every individual, demonstrated through actions like sending Jesus for salvation, and a desire for none to perish but have eternal life, according to biblical sources like John 3:16. 
This love is seen as the source, offered first, and is available to everyone regardless of their flaws, calling for a response of love and faith in return. 

Valentine's Day offers Christians a chance to shift focus from worldly romance to God's greater, sacrificial love, seeing it as a day to celebrate His unfailing agape (selfless) love shown through Jesus, use it as an opportunity for selfless service, and remember that His love provides eternal security and worth, unlike fleeting earthly affections. It's a time to reflect on biblical love as a transformative, active choice, extending Christ's love to others, and finding fulfillment in God's enduring presence, not just romantic relationships. 

God's Love as the Foundation

Source of Love: God is love (1 John 4:16), the origin of all love, and His love is eternal, unearned (grace), and merciful.
Greatest Demonstration: Jesus' sacrifice on the cross exemplifies this selfless love, giving His life for humanity (John 15:13, 1 John 4:9-10).
 
Valentine's Day as an Opportunity

Share the Gospel: Use the day's focus on love to share the "true love of Christ" with others, believers and non-believers.
Act in Love: Extend sacrificial agape love through acts of service, kindness, and compassion, mirroring God's mercy (e.g., helping neighbors, serving the needy).
Reflect and Worship: Deepen personal relationship with God by spending time in His presence, reading Scripture, and thanking Him for His unending love. 

Biblical Perspective on Love and Worth

Beyond Emotion: Biblical love (agape) is a willful act of putting others' welfare first, not just a feeling.
Eternal Worth: Your value isn't tied to relationship status or gifts; you are loved as a child of God, a truth that provides security and joy.
Unfailing Hope: God's love provides hope and sufficiency, whether you're celebrating romance or facing loneliness, as it's a constant, never-failing love.  
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